Source of material
According to literature data [1] , Cd[S2CO(/i-C4H9)]2CioH8N2 was prepared by stirring of [Cd(n-Bu-xa)2]n (1 mmol) (xa = xanthate) with 2,2'-bipyridine (1 mmol) in acetone (40 ml) for 1 h at room temperature and filtrated. A colorless columnar single crystal was obtained by slow evaporation of solution of the title compound.
Discussion
Metal xanthates and their reaction products with a variety of Lewis bases have been extensively studied [2] [3] [4] , but the reaction products of Cd(II) xanthate with Lewis bases have been much less extensively studied than other similar compounds. In the continuation of our investigations on Cd coordination compound, the crystal structure of [Cd {S 2 CO(n-C4H9)} 2C10H8N2] was investigated. In the complex, the cadmium atom is in a distorted octahedral environment formed by two chelating xanthate anions and one 2,2'-bipyridine ligand. The S-Cd (2.5492(8) A -2.9661(9) A) and the C-S bond distances (1.663(3) A -1.700(3) A) do not tend to average and differ from those found for Cd(py)2(n-Bu-xa)2 [5] ) and Cd(bpy)(n-Bu-thio-xa) 2 
The coordination mode of n-butylxanthate ligands is between monodentate coordination and bidentate chelation, and the chelate rings are not as stable as in the cited structures [4] [5] [6] . There is weak π-π interaction between adjacent bipyridines, only one of two pyridine rings is involved. 262 SHELXS-97 [7] , SHELXL-97 [8] * Correspondence author (e-mail: wgzhang@scnu.edu.cn) (4) 4e -0.21159(9) -0.23963(6) 0.18938 (7) 0.0781 (7) 0.0810 (7) 0.0867 (7 
